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Land use In East Oiicago was classified imo 11 categories as pan of a land use inventorj" conducted 
in 1995. .4. summazy of ihe distribution wittiin each land use categoiy Is provided in Table 3-2. 
Other sections in this Chapter identify and describe in detail the Land Use tiistribution found within 
residential, industrial^ and cotniuetciai areas. 
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TABLE 3-2 
CXISTTNG LAND USE 
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"Hic City of EasL Cbiuagu him bisiurically been idtnuified by the 14 residential neighborhoods which 
cxisr among ihe indusnial land uses. The neighborhoods are delineated on the maps accompanying 
rex: on the following pages. 

For the Compreheosive Plan, each neighborhood was visually surveyed on a block-by-block basis 
to identify the existing land uses, building ccrodiaons. and building teniae Miich characterize it. 
Addixionaily, data from the U.S. Bureau of the Census was analyzed on a Block Group level to 
provide a description of a neighborhood's population arid housing elements. Together, this 
mfoonation provided a pronlc for each of the City's ncighboihoods. 

iVlore than 50% of the population is Hispanic Origin in 4 neighborhoods, Black in 6 
neighborhoods, and White in 3 hei^borhoods. 
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Calumet, Wesi Calumet, East Calumet, and New Addition arc over 69?<» Black, while 
Rnxanna i.<; over 85% White. None nf the 14 nfighborhoods are morR than 69% Hispanic 
Origin, 

Owner-occupied dwellings account for more than 50% of the year-round housing units in 
only 4 neighborhoods 

Rentals account for more than 50% of the year-round housing units in 4 neighborhoods. 

Unoccupied units account for more than 10% of the units in 6 neighborhoods. 

The median value of owner-occupied homes is hi^icsL in Ptaixie Pajik smd lowest in 
.Vfarktown. 

Following is 3. dsscciption of each neighborhood, including specitlc demographic data and 
generalized observations. The socio-econoiruc data, is found in Tables 3-3. 3-4, and 3-5. 
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Housing in Sunnyside î  xvlidly comprised ofsingle funily, residential units which represent a total 
of 84% of its housing stock, according to the 1990 Cetisus. Sunnysidc is generally a planned 
subdivision of duplex residential units: 24% are detacted units and 60% are attached units. Field 
observations revMled a healthy housing stock with minixiuU evidence of rehabititaiiou nccciisary. 

Huuoing vacancies stand at 0% wiijiall 448 units occupied: 84% are owner^octnipied and 16% are 
renter-occupied. The median value of owner-occupied housing, a<) reported hy nvwneri to the Census 
Bureau, ranged from S3«4.5O0 in Block Group 3 to $38,500 in Block Group 2. 

Residents of Sunnysidc accounted for 4% of ail East Chicagoans in 1990. Within Snunysidc. 22% 
of the residents are White, 53% arc Black, and 25% are of all odier races. Thiny-etght percent (3 8%) 
of residents are of Hi.spanir descent. Unemployment was moderarcly high at 13% and the povcity 
late was 9.3%. The median household income varied throughout the neighborhood, ranging from 
$23,542 in Block Group 2 to S42,604 in Block Group 3. 

We«;T Calumet 

The West Calumet neighborhood is located in the south central area of East Chicago and is generally 
bounded by the U.ii. Waterway Canal on the west, Chicago Avenue on the north, McCook Avenue 
on the east, and 151st Street on the south. Thi.«: neighborhood is not whoUy contained wirfiin a Block 
Group exclusive of any other neighborhood. As a result, the Bureau of the Census designates 
Census Tract :03 , Block GfOup 2, and ail of Census Tract 307 as conianung the fijiee neighborhoods 
of West Calumet, Calumet, and East Calujoet. For the pmposes of diis nsport. the Cen.sa«! data will 
be presented for all three neighborhoods combined, but the descriptive land US€ and housing 
conditions data for each neighbothood will be presented separately â  each neighborhood has its own 
unique characieristics. 

Major landmarks in West Calumet include the West Caiume: (151 st Street Center) public housing 
complex and Carrie Gosch Elementary School. 

There are a few corQa;ert;ia] land uses along Chicago Avenue. There are no iodusnnal land uses in 
the neighborhood. 

Repairs to the local infrastructure are necessary as sidew^ks and local access streets were found to 
be in poor condition ihroughoui the residential district> 

Housing in West Calumet is comprised of a majoritj- of public housing units located between Aster 
Avenue, Magnoha Drive, Glsdiola Avenue, ntd I5lsi Place. A newly coiutructed multi-tamily 
housing devebpment. located along Chicago Avetiue.. was recendy completed. A few single &mily 
residential units were noted on Chicago Avenue and Vernon Street. Field observations revealed a 
private housine stock in need of exteHnr rehnbilitatioo. The public housing units appeared ro be in 
relatively good condition. 
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The Calumet neighborhood is located adjacent to West Caltaner in tbe southem area of East Chicago 
and is generally bounded by McCook Avenue on the west, Chicago Avenue on the north, the railroad 
tracks on the easL and IS Ist Street on the south. 

Major landmarks in Calumet include the U.S. Post Office, several churches, Martin LuJhcr King, Jr. 
Neighborhood Center, Lake County Rehabilitation Center, and a fire station. 

There arc industrial land uses along southern Kennedy/Huish Avenues. There are a various 
commercial land use along Chicago, Kennedy, and Alexander. 

Zoning designatiocxs v.ixhin Calumet appear ro be generally compatible with existing land uses. 
However, there are some violadons of the Zoning Ordinance with respect to residentiai uses found, 
on the first floor of structures located within the C-1 districts of the neighborhood. Additionally, 16 
residenrial lots were noted to contain residential units consmicted within the boundaries oZ'tbe rear 
yards. 

Housing in Calumet is comprised mainly uf :>ingk<Iiuiuly, detached residential units. Field 
observations revealed a housing stock with a need for exterior moderate and substantial 
rehabiltiaiion. Approximately 43 residential structures and seven commercial structures are in need 
of demolition. Approxiinotely 3g structures were noted to be obviously vac^jit many of which 
require demolition. Addidoni^ly, approximaiely 80 vacant lots were noted, deluding a large parcel 
of land on Kemiedy Avenue ai li9tb Sffeet. 

The East CaJumet neighborhood is located in the southern cential area of East Chicago and is 
geneially bounded by the EJ&£ Railroad on the south and west, Chicago Avenue on the nonh, and 
Poirish Avenue on the east. 

Major landmarks in Last Calumet include Riley Park, Holy Trinity School (presently closed and 
vacant), and the Carmelite Home for Girls. Since the 1981 Comprehensive Plan was prepared, a few 
changes have occurred in the neighborhood land uses. The changes have involved single family 
uniis being cunsnucted upon once vacant land, houses being demolished or removed and the lots 
remaining vacant, and the removal of an IndustTial use at the intersection of 14Sth Street and the 
railroad tracks. 

Two industrial land uses border the southwest comer of the neighborhood. Chicago Avenue is a 
mixed use of park and commercial. 

Infrasirucnire appears to be sound with sidewalks and local access streets in good condition 
throughout the residential district Riley Park is also well maintained. 
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gnuthside 

The Southside neighborhood i.«i located m the southwestern corner of East Chicago and is yeftv?rolIy 
bounded bv White Oak Avenue on the west, Chicago Avenue on the north. Railroad Avenue oc ths 
cdSL. and i c IHB and EJ&E Railroads below Kosciusko Park on the south. This neighborbood is 
comprised of Census Tract 304, Block Group 6 and Census Tract 306, Block Groups 1.2. ?. aiid 4 

Major landmarks in South Side include McKinley Elcincatary School and Kosdusko Park along tbi 
southern edge of the neighborhood. The East Chicago CBD borders the nonh of the neighborhood, 
The downtown CBU also extends south on IndianapoUs Boulevard to the ralroads. Mixed light aiia 
heavy indusirial land uses are located along Railroad Avenue and the southeastern srui oi 
Indianapolis Boulevard. Little change has occurred in land use patterns in Southside since the 19H! 
Comprehensive Plan was piepaicd. 

One element of land use that was of particular interest during field observations of the ndghi>:jcaoc*' 
was the presence of housing imits behind the units which front the locol streets. In other wy.s?,. 
property ownet? have constructed additional housing units on their parcel of land behind t)ik<:U\;i 
housing units. All of these secondary, or "backyard" units, are iUegal since they were coitiscric; .•:; 
within the rear yard sediacks of existing homes. This siiuarion was observed in area."; cunenvl̂  /onfd 
R-1 a where the miniinum lot size requirement per single feiniJy dwelling unit is 4,500 sq'.ui.̂ : ih::̂  
Currcndy, in Southside, there arc approximately 12 residetilial luls ihtU were noted to have .i T<̂ .x>ni 
detached residential unit located within the boundaries of the rear yard setback. 

Tafrasmicnir? within the neighboxhood appears to be sound widi sidswalks and local si: -
in good condition throughout the residential district. Kosciusko Parfc is also wcll-maii?.'aan!i i 

W.L Current zoning designations within Southside are compadble widi existing land use pacrenLs. 
the exception of the housing units constructed in the tear of existing homes. 

Housing in Southside is predominantly a mixnire of miUtj.unit dwellings. Two-iamily unit? ;•.. . . * 
for 26% of the housing stock and structiires containing three or more uriiis account for '«" - • ;/• 
housing stock. Sinfile-family units represent ^^% of ail housing in tlie neighborhood. r,.«,* o r-; 
the 1990 Census, In general, the quality of housing in this area is good with a minimum TO .T.i:; a iu 
need for exteiior lehabiliuuiun noted. 

Field observations revealed at least nine residential, three commercial, and one mixed uss siiu- vuies 
which are in need of demolition. A total of three reaidentinl units, five commercial, and ''!;«<; : . ' tc 
use structures were noted to be obviously vacant. Additionally, approximately 22 vscdur -o;r -/.e 
noted. 

The housing vacancy rare is moderate at 9% (208 vacant units). Owner-occupied unife î ..̂ ::- :. t> 
only 3S>% of all housing, while renter-occupied units lepicseui 32%. The median va'V:,' c ' i 
occupied housing, 35 reported by owners to the Census Bureau, ranged from S31,700 
306, Block Group 2 to 560,700 in Census Tract 306, Block Group 4. 
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Current zoning designations within East Calumet aru compaiible m\h cxibiijig laiid uses. 

Housing in East Calumet is solidly comprised of single family, detached residential units. Field 
observations revealed a healthy housing stock with little evidence of exterior rehabilitaiion necessary 
and only 14 multi-unit residential stmctures. Additionally, only two residential structures were 
noted to be in states of deterioration which warranted demoUuon. A total of approximately IS 
vacant lotA were noted in East Calumet. 

SraiisTical C|iaiacteTistics of West CalumcL Calumet and Hast Calumet 

Housing In ihe Calumet neighborhoods is a mixture of residential dwellings. Single-family. 
detached units accotmt for 40% of the housing stock, with the majority found in East Calumet. 
Single-tamily, attached unjts accouni for SVo, iwo-iamily units accotmt for 19% of the housing 
stock and structtires contaimng three or more units account for 33% of the housing stock. The 
majority of multi-family residential units are located in West Calumet. 

The housing vacancy rate is slightly high ai 11% (200 \'acant units). Owaer-occi^ied umts accouni 
for only 42% of all housing while renter-occupied units represenr 47%. The median value of owner* 
occupied hbtisiog, as reported by owners to the Ciasus Bureau, ranged fiom S25,700 in Cen.sns Traci 
303, Block Group 2 to 541,000 in Census Tract 307. 

All Calumet residents accounted for 15% of all East Chicagoans in 1990. Within the Calumet 
neighborhoods, 18% of the residents are White, 69% are Blaek, and 13% are persons of all other 
laces. Tweiicy-two percent (22%) of residents are of Hispanic descent. 

Unemployment stood at 24.6% and the poverty rate was significantly high at 35.7% in 1990. The 
median household income varied ividely, from $S,805 in Block Group 2 of Census Trarr IO"? fn 
$24,534 in Census Tract 307. 
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